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USWOA Reinstitutes Newsletter For Officials

The USWOA Board of Directors
has decided to bring back the
newsletter hoping to get perti-
nent news to national mat and
pairing officials as well as FILA
officials. Initially the letter will
be sent quarterly. The newslet-
ter will present timely informa-
tion as well as insight on most
everything that has to do with
being an active member of the
USWOA.

We intend to have feature arti-
cles by Rick Tucci “Presidents
Message” as well as news
about rules and FILA news,
pairing news by Ginger Lile,
upcoming tournament info, and
in the future a “Make the Call”
video.

The newsletter will be pub-
lished completely electronically
and sent to officials using the
current email in the member-
ship information on the USAW
web site. Facebook will be

As we restart our newsletter
after a 15 or so year hiatus, |
want to welcome all of you and
thank you all for your tireless
and loyal service to our sport.
Each issue | will try to update
current issues, rule interpreta-
tions and any other items that
would be beneficial to you in
your officiating and pairing en-
deavors.

Our membership continues to
grow to 2355 in 2011. We
have more mat officials/pairing
officials participating in USAW
events in 2011 than ever be-
fore. The busy schedule of
USAW and the state of our
economy have not deterred our
membership from traveling
around the country participating
in local, state, regional and

another way of receiving the
publication. Information about
how to access this will follow.

The Chief editor of the publica-
tion will be Tom Kuisle with the
assistance of Casey-Brennan
Goessl and Toby Tobiasson.
Positive suggestions are wel-
come. Contributions to the
news letter can be sent to the
above email address or by con-
tacting Tom, Casey or Toby.

Please be patient with our ini-
tial publication as we work out
the bugs.

Thanks

Tom, Casey, and Toby

Presidents Welcome and Report by Rick Tucci

national events. Our volunteers
give up countless hours of vaca-
tion time and time away from
their families to do what they
love to do, which is participate
in wrestling events.

Our officials education program
is getting bigger and more infor-
mative as we evaluate new
interpretations, situations and
concerns as they are presented
at each of our OEP programs
and discussed in regard to the
latest international (FILA) rules.
We encourage young, beginning
officials to participate to help
them gain the knowledge and
expertise into becoming a good
mat official and pairing official.
Our emphasis again this year
will be the recruitment of
women officials. With the suc-
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Cherie Elvin, who was killed on
the tarmac in a Reno air race
crash. Chuck Elvin, who is be-
ing treated at Renown Regional
Medical Center, Follow this link fqr
full story http:/themat.com
section.php?
tion_id=3&page=showarticle& Articlel
D=24135

Please remember the Elvin Fam-
ily. Cards can be sent to:

Charles Elvin

Tahoe 312

Renown Regional Medical Center
1155 Mill Street

Reno, NV 89502

cess and interest in women’s
wrestling here in the United
States and the rest of world,
more and more female officials
need to be involved and given
an opportunity to be a part of
our officiating family.

Last and not least this year will
be the impact of folkstyle wres-
tling. These events are getting
bigger and more competitive
and the USWOA is stepping up
to the plate and supporting this
style. Wrestling is wrestling
and we must support these
competitions.

In closing, | wish everyone a
successful 2012 and | hope
that we can continue to do the
things that make us the best
officials organization in the
world. Rick
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Do you know
what you have
todoto
maintain you
present
category?

Do you know
how to obtain

a waiver?

Officials category

maintenance
requirements are
on the USAWOA
website:
www.uswoawrestli
ngofficials.com/

uswoa_home.htm
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2011 Mat Official Upgrades

Congratulations to the following
Mat Officials who received up-
grades at the USWOA Executive
Board meeting held on 9/30-
10/1/11.

History of recent upgrades: 18
in 2011, 8 in 2010, 14 in 2009

To Category M1.:

Brad Boucher (IN), Chuck Bul-
lard (WA), Larry Cantor (NY,
granted Emeritus status), Mike
Carroll (PA), Ron Donlick (SC),
John Grand (NV), Ken Halbig
(MN), Scott Honecker (NC), Dan
Hull (WY), Rick LaFarrier (CA),
Tom Martin (WA), Ahmed
Mageed (OR), Tim Pierson (VA),
Steven Ricard (MN), Scott Rof-
fers (WI), Rob Roy (CA), John
Rutt (MN).

Category M2 to M1C

History: 15 in 2011, 11in
2010, 13 in 2009

Roxanne Arnett (Getzfried)
(WY), CW Bailey (FL), Kevin
Bauers (WA), Keith Carter (OH),
Steve Extract (AZ), Conrad Gar-
ner (ID), Joe Kubica (OR), Randy
Lees (WA), Ben Montez (IL),
Garrett Pikul (KY), Cliff Ramos
(IL), Kevin Rebuck (PA), Hildo
Rodriguez (WA), Greg VanHoo-
ten (MI), Dedrrick WorthY (TX)

Category M3 to M2

History: 39in 2011, 50 in
2010, 47 in 2009

Bill Barron (CO), Brenton Beard
(WA), Andrew Bristow (CA), Zack

2011 Pairing Officials Upgrades

Congratulations to the following
Pairing Officials who received
upgrades at the USWOA Execu-
tive Board meeting held on
9/30-10/1/11.

P1to P1E

Ed Bernshausen (CO), Sherry
Bullard (WA), Debbi Kallai (OH)

P1CtoP1
Kim Burchette (WA), Joe Down-

Downgrades and Waivers

We are sad to report that a
number of mat and pairing
received downgrades this
year. The USWOA Executive
Board decided in 2009 that it
should begin the process of
downgrading officials that
were not fulfilling the require-
ments to maintain their cur-
rent officials status. After the
2009 meeting letters were
sent to officials that were in

ing (IN), Diane Gunkle (FL),
Renee Schoettle (IN),

P2 Test

Kayla Spurley (WI), Tione Wilcox
(WY), Beth Lybarger (IN),
Celena Call (ID), Patricia Babi
(CO)

P3 Test

Amanda Hahn (CA), Andrea
Tobin (OR), Colleen Shannon

jeopardy of losing there current
status if they didn’t attend the
required tournaments during
the 2010 season. After that
friendly warning at the 2010
and 2011 meeting downgrade
letters were issued.

The USWOA BOD has a waiver
process in place for those who
have special circumstances
and are not able to fulfill their
duties because of:
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Catalina (FL), Morgan Cotton
(IL), Tyree Cox (CA), Robert
Crowe (MN), Richard DePriest
(MO), Kevin Donofrio (FL), Mer-
cedes Darffin (GA), Chris Foy
(NC), Jeff Goor (MA), Zack Gun-
yan (WY), Pat Hayhurst (CA),
Mike Hesser (IN), Andy Johnson
(ID), Alex Maldonado (WA),
Brandon Martin (WA), Jim
McCord (IA) Dennis Mcgran (TX)
Dwayne Henry (UT), Mak Mejia
(AZ), J.D. Minch (IN), Caleb Mey-
eres (TN), Kenny Osborn (WY),
Anthony Peters (WA), Josh Pe-
terson (WI), Barry Pousson
(WA), Dallin Rice (UT), Tim Scott
(NY), Jeff Semrad (WI), Peter
Seirant (KS), Clint Slyter (KS),
Ronnel Heath Stacey (UT),
Coltern Weiks (WA), Greg Zindel
(TX), Bryan Zolliinger (ID)

(ID), Downa Woslum (CA),
Jeanie Hahn (CA), Jennifer Haf-
fley (OH), Jodi Verplancke (WY),
Laine Embry (WY), Lawanda
Wagoner (WY), Linda Haman
(WY), Mary Van der Eb (CA),
Melissa Voss (WA), Roxy Sko-
gen (WY), Shawna Smith (WY),
Stacey Waters (WY), Todd Lani
(NV), Travis Smith (CA), Bie Gie
Fenwick (IA)

Personal Health
Family

Job Commitments
Financial

ok wDn PR

Other reasons may be
taken into consideration

Multiple wavers will be consid-
ered. Waiver request must be
received prior to the Annual
USWOA Board meeting held in
October each year.
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Renew USWOA membership

New and renewal USWOA 2012
and 2013 memberships can be
obtained

at: usawmembership.com
Updated instructions are on the
USWOA website. Follow this link:
http://uswoawrestlingofficials.com

uswoa_home.htm

2012 USWOA Membership Applica-
tion

(2-year memberships are available
if your background check is good

2011 Awards

Lifetime Achievement Awards
Denna Massey
Yvonne Hady
Rea Hartley
Ray Bruno
Mike Garvey
Rick Cox

for 2012 & 2013) (print and mail in
with payment)

2012 FILA Membership Application

(print and mail in with payment,
USWOA membership must be cur-
rent)

You will be mailed your stamp and
control card when you have paid
and background has been
cleared. USWOA office is not able
to access your background
check. If you have questions re-

garding any delay in receiving your
clearance, please contact Tony
Black: TBlack@USAWrestling.org

Contact De Heyman, USWOA Ad-
ministrative Assistant office email
uswoaoffice@verizon.net if you
have any questions or problems.

Please be sure tnot to start a new
account in the USAW membership
page unless you are registering for

the first time as an official in 2012.

Glen Blackman Award: Eric Fransden
Phil Portuese Award: Cliff Burke
Mort Goeller: Award Rusty Davidson

Official of the Year Award: Stacey Davis

Pairing Awards

Ivan Olsen Award: Vicki Tolin

Bernie Norris Award: Charlotte Owen

Nominations for these awards are collected at the US Open and placed on the ballot for the Execu-
tive Boards vote. Committee members are: Chairman Tom Clark, Ginger Lile, Charlotte Owen, Toby
Tobiasson, Al Billings, Mike Garvey.

FILA Update Rick Tucci, USWOA President
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Stacey Davis
USWOA 2011
Mat Official of the year

Did you know that there is
a USAW app for smart
phones? It contains the
current USAW, FILA and
Grappling rule book. It has
lots of other great
infomation about the sport
of wrestling and USAW
Download is free.

As a part of our USWOA newsletter, | will be presenting updates on rules and interpretations as | receive them from FILA. After returning from the World
Championships in Turkey last month, | feel that we are in tune with current interpretations as they were presented in Istanbul. We need to keep in mind
that we need to make sure in any “clinch” situations that the start is fair to both the offensive and defensive wrestler. Be ready and start the situation

quickly and fairly.

When using the jury for matches be sure that the proper procedures are followed.

Acknowledge the challenge at the proper time (within 5 seconds or so).
Ask the wrestler if he accepts the challenge that his coach has made.
Have the officiating team assemble by a monitor or view on an overhead or wall screen.

Watch the replay once or twice.
Discussion nationally is allowed but internationally it is not.
Officials back to position.
Mat chairman indicates to the referee to show his opinion (score), then the Judge. The Mat Chair then confirms or offers a different scoring
scenario.
8. He asks the jury if they agree.
9. If they agree, situation is confirmed, if not jury makes final decision on situation.
10. The jury can request the situation to be replayed again.
11. The jury will then issue the final results of the situation.
12. Afall cannot be challenged.
13. However, illegal holds resulting in a fall or a time factor can be challenged.
| will be adding different situations and scenarios each issue.
If you have a question, email me at ctucci2698@aol.com
Talk to you soon, RICK

NooMONE

Pairing 0Fr o mingtrhle NatBral@ayiesdDirector

As USA Wrestling responds to the demands of it's audience, the roll of the Pairing Official is changing. To that end - the pairing
officials have been embracing technology the last few years, including the matside scoring this past year.

If you wish more information on Matside Scoring, go to this website for a step by step tutorial: http://www.trackwrestlingl.com/
FAQAnswer.jsp?fagld=51009

The changes at USA wrestling have happened very quickly at times and I am happy to report that the Pairings Officials remain
an integral part of the future of USA Wrestling - this has been made possible by our willingness to change with the

times. Thanks to all of you that have devoted so much of your time to learning the systems and being flexible.

If you have concerns you may contact me at: gingerlile@gmail.com
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USWOA Administrative
Office Questions:
Contact
Del ai

ne o0Debd
4014 Bell Grande Drive

Valrico, FL 33596

Phone: 818554136
Fax: 818554536

Email:
uswoaoffice@verizon.net

USWOA Websiten://
www.uswoawrestlingofficials.com/
uswoa_home.htm

Email newsletter suggestions and
news to: Tom Kuisle
uswoanewsletter@gmail.com

USAW Events Calendar link:

http://www.themat.com/section.php?

Hey

Code of Conduct of the USWOA
Members of the USWOA shall work with each other in a fair and coop-
erative manner.
Members of the USWOA shall master the rules, mechanics, and pair-
ings necessary to exercise its authority in and impartial, firm and con-
trolled manner in its events.
Members of the USWOA shall prepare themselves physically and men-
tally, dress appropriately, and handle themselves in a manner that is
consistent with in the Goals of USA Wrestling.
Members of the USWOA shall be mindful that their conduct influences
the respect of USA Wrestling members, coaches, and the public as
they hold it to their decisions.
Members of the USWOA shall remain aware that there is inherent risk
of injury that competition poses and were appropriate inform the
event management of conditions that are hazardous.
Members of the USWOA shall hold themselves to a higher standard in
dealing with the general public and act in a professional manner at all

times.

section_id=4&page=olympicstyle

Commitment to Ethics and Excellence By Tom Kuisle

It has been my goal for years,
one of the goals of the USA-
WOA Executive Board, and
other officials ito strive to
decrease the animosity be-
tween coaches and officials.
In order to achieve this ambi-
tious goal we need to look at
our own actions first in order
to send a positive message
to coaches, parents and
spectators that we will not be
baited into confrontation in
the presence of young com-
petitors. The back page of
this publication will be dedi-
cated to helping spread the
word and mentor experi-
enced as well as inexperi-
enced officials into becoming
irreproachable in our actions
on and off the mat. This is
not to say that mis-
takes will not be made when

we officiate a match. The
test will be, can we correct
that mistake using the proper
protocol while using three-
man mechanics, then be able
to explain the decision calmly
to the coaches and partici-
pants.

Lets take the first item on the
Code of Conduct list: Mem-
bers of the USWOA shall work
with each other in a fair and
cooperative manner.

This means a number of
things. Check your ego at the
door. No one can officiate a
perfect tournament. The
purpose of 3-man mechanics
is that all officials on the
team have an opinion (score)
from the point of view that
they observed the action. It
also means that officials

must have a short memory. If
you disagree with a call that
went around you, ask ques-
tions of the rest of the crew
but respect their view and
position on the mat. If you
think a rule has been misap-
plied, briefly explain your
position and move on. Also,
it means to work together in
off the mat situations. Ac-
cept your assignments gra-
ciously. If you are assigned
to a mat and have to work
with someone you have had
issues with before, be an
adult and spend the session
getting to know the person
better. Enjoy the diversity
fellow of officials from around
this great country. Your just
might develop a new friend
with a greater appreciation
for his/her perspective.
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