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USWOA Reinstitutes Newsletter For Officials  

Click on the Link below for photos of the Greco -Freestyle rule modifications  

After attending the FILA 
test event in London and 
the Olympic qualifying 
tournament in Arlington 
Texas, we can expect the 
following changes in 2012.  
  
GRECO-ROMAN 
The start of the Greco-
Roman match will start 
with both wrestlers chest 
to chest.  Every time the 
wrestlers are restarted on 
their feet, they will be 
chest to chest (out of 
bounds or restarted from 
ground wrestling). The 
arms in the chest to chest 
position must be on the 
opponent's shoulders at 
the start. 
Heads need to be up and 
posting or pushing against 
the opponent's chest while 
in this position is prohib-
ited. Shoulder to shoulder 
is not considered chest to 
chest.  
The wrestlers need to be 
in the center circle to start. 
It would be impossible for 
both feet to be in the circle; 
especially for the upper 
weight classes but every 
attempt by the official to 
maintain a fair and center 
mat position start is impor-
tant.  
If during the 90 second 
period of standing wres-
tling, a point or points are 

scored, there is not a par 
terre or clinch position. The 
match is not stopped but 
continued until the end of 
the 2 minute period. Points 
could be penalty or activity 
points.  
In the event there is no 
point scored in the 90 sec-
ond standing position, the 
procedure is the same as it 
has been this past year. 
First time, red is on top. If it 
happens in the second pe-
riod, blue is on top. If eve-
rything is equal in points 
and there is no scoring in 
the third period, then the 
official draws the ball and 
the color selected is on top 
and must score to win. 
Inactivity or fleeing the hold 
will be clearly called by an 
attention (with or without a 
stop), FILA language is 
encouraged (contact, ac-
tion red or blue, open, etc.) 
and if it continues then with 
confirmation the match is 
stopped and a caution and 
a point is scored for fleeing 
the hold. 
There will also be 4 balls in 
the draw bag for any draw-
ing of the ball for the third 
period.  
 
 FREESTYLE 
The drawing of the balls for 
the ordered clinch will have 
4 balls in the draw bag, 2  

red and 2 blue. After a ball 
is selected, it is placed 
aside and not put back into 
the bag. The same would 
be the case in the second 
ball draw.  
The new modifications will 
be used this year leading 
up to the Olympic Games. 
After the Games, they will 
be re-evaluated.  
My opinion of these small 
changes are good for 
Greco-Roman. We saw 
more activity in the stand-
ing 90 second period be-
cause of the possibility of 
the elimination of the 
clinch position. The fleeing 
the hold emphasis had 
very little effect on wres-
tling. President Martinetti 
wants to see it called more 
because it was not consis-
tently called in the past. 
The addition of 2 more 
colored balls with the ball 
selected put aside creates 
a fairer match with both 
wrestlers getting equal 
selection odds.  
 I am sure there will be 
questions and situations 
and as we head into 2012, 
hopefully, all will be ad-
dressed. 
Happy New Year 
Rick 
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Keep your CONTACT 
information current in the 
USAW Membership sys-
tem. Email is the primary 

way of communication for 
USWOA 
The answer to the follow-
ing prompt on the member-
ship page must be YES 
Would you like to receive 
USAW and/or USAW-
endorsed news and or an-
nouncements? 
The above is set to NO, 
you click on the opt out 
function on an email you 
will not receive email 
from the USWOA office 
as we no longer will have 
full access to your email 

address. 
Become familiar with 
the information on the 
USWOA web page as 
this is our primary 
means of getting infor-
mation to you. 
The USWOA web page 
can be accessed from 
the Officials tab on  
themat.com or by enter-
ing 

http://
uswoawrestlingoffi-
cials.com/
uswoa_home.htm  
 
Where are you going to  

Officiate.   
http://www.themat.com/
uswoa  
This function is not linked 
to the membership system.  
Again it is important that 
you use your current email 
address (that you have 
kept current in the mem-
bership system). 
Keep all your info current.  
If your plans change as to 
where you are going to 
officiate, change the info 
on this site. 
This system closes 40 
days before an event.  At 
this time the list is sent to 
the Tournament LOC so 
that they can make hous-
ing arrangements.  Not 
notifying the LOC of your 
change of plans is incon-
siderate and does not al-
low them to change room 

list to accommodate other 
officials. 
The USWOA office only 
handles room assignments 
at some national events all 
others events are handle 
by the LOC. (Local Orga-
nizing Committee). 
Please respond to the 
room offers in a timely 
made manner. 
Assigned officials must 
register in this system and 
must request a room if 
they require lodging. 
Assigned Officials  
must sign up for hous-
ing.  
Assigned officials must 
send copies of all neces-
sary forms for the tourna-
ment and reports for the 
Mat or the Pairing Officials. 
Copies are on the USWOA 

web page 

 

UAWOA Membership Responsibilities  De Heyman USWOA Office   

Mail to:  Gina Hendricksen    6218 Miner 
Dr SW    Tumwater, WA 98512 
Or email to    ghwrestle@gmail.com 
The second form is the Clinic Sign-in for 
pairing officials. Again to be mailed 
within 10 days. Send to Sue Hesser  
P.O. Box 245 Hillsboro, IN 47949 or 
email to:  hesser@tds.net 

On the USWOA web site you will find the 
Pairing Corner.  This site is where you will 

find all the forms for tournament opera-
tions. 
Two of these forms need to be filled out 
and returned to the proper person.  The 
first form is Tournament Operations 
which needs to be completed and sent 
to Gina Hendricksen. 
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If you sign up to officiate a tournament and your plans change it is your 

responsibility to return to the òWhere are you going to officiateó web 

page and make those changes.  Local Organizing Committees and 

assigned officials depend on this information to help organize room 

assignments and other needs of the volunteer officials. 

Pairing òFrom the Stageó  Ginger Lile, National Pairings Director 

Many of the photos for this 

newsletter were submitted by 

members to USAW from 

tournaments around the country. 
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Underline denotes USWOA Executive Board Member 
[First name] listed denotes Chair 
      CHAIR EMAIL  
AD HOC Complaint Committee:   
J Reicks, B Loscher, T Clark   jarcobuild@aol.com 
Assignment:  
B Stecklein, R Tucci, J Heyman, T Clark  wtsses@verizon.com 
Awards:  
T Clark, T Tobiasson, G Lile, Z Errett, 
C Goessl, C Owen, A Billings   tomclarkusa@comcast.net 
Developing Styles:  
R Davidson, R Hartley,  
J Matsumoto, P Fox     rustyd@7cities.net 
Ethics:   
J Kuntz, D Thorson, C Owen, J Toyota,  
D Blackshear, [B Grant Ex-Officio]    jkuntz5@cox.net 
Evaluation:  
C Curtis, C Goessl, D Thorson,  J Hesser  uswoanj@aol.com 
Events & /Schedules:  
S Hesser, Z Errett, J Kuntz, S Davis   hessers@tds.net 
Folkstyle:  
T Kuisle, R Davidson, T Wiley, S Cageo,  
R Levin,  [M Hagerty Ex-Officio]    tkuisle@gmx.com 
Kids:  
J Kuntz, G Lile, C Goessl, S Julian    jkuntz5@cox.net 
Official Education:  
J Heyman, R Davidson, B Stecklein, Z Errett, S Davis, 
C Goessl, T Tobiasson, L Fajerman    john.heyman@verizon.net 
Policy & Procedure:  
J Heyman, G Lile, C Curtis, S Hesser, 
D Tolin, K Ebel     john.heyman@verizon.net 
Promotion:  
R Davidson, T Kuisle, C Goessl, T Wiley   rustyd@7cities.net 
Protest:  
J Heyman, Z Errett, M Swisher   john.heyman@verizon.net 
Scholarship:  
C Curtis, C Goessl, C Hesser    uswoanj@aol.com 
Steering:  
T Clark, Z Errett, D Tolin,  
J Reicks, P Fox     tomclarkusa@comcast.net 
Video / Technical:  
T Kuisle, C Curtis, T Wiley, N Dorrow  tkuisle@gmx.com 
Weighmaster:  
J Jeyman, D Thorson, R Balch, M Swisher,  
J Delgado, C McGowan, M Jordan   john.heyman@verizon.net 
 Ex-Officio committee members do not have voting privilege] 

USWOA 2012 COMMITTEES   (as of December 2011) 

Volume1, Issue 2  

The USWOA Board often responds to questions about 

the standing committees within the USWOA 

organization.  If you wish to be active on one of these 

committees contact the committee chair and 

volunteer for consideration as a committee member.  

We welcome fresh ideas and members willing to work 

for the good of the organization. 
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òFolkstyle  and Awarenessó  Rusty Davidson 

Fellow Wrestling Officials, 
As many of you are already aware, USA Wrestling recently magnified its commitment to the Scholastic Styles dra-
matically.  The Board of Directors of USWOA (the officiating body of USAW) mirrored that commitment. 
Tom Kuisle and I have accepted that Boardôs appointment as liaisons.  Our duties will include developing and en-
hancing the rapport between officials of the Olympic styles and officials of Scholastic Wrestling. 
After discussion with leaders from all styles, several states, Collegiate, High School and Youth officials, we ñKicked 
Offò the 2011-2012 scholastic season in the spirit of commitment.  Many Scholastic officials around wore PINK 
WHISTLES and LANYARDS throughout the entire month of December. 
Many of you know that officials of other sports wear Pink during the month of October, in support of Breast Cancer 
Awareness.  While our effort may start later, the message behind it will be just as strong. 
We want ALL USWOA officials to get on board with this effort.  If you are able to snag a pink whistle and lanyard, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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